
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRIKE COMMITTEE MEETING 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

January 23, 2014 

 

 

The Economic Development Strike Committee held a regular meeting on January 23, 2014 in the 

Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut, at 4:30 p.m.  

 

Those present were:  Chairman Michael Riccio, Councilwoman Dawn Miceli, Councilwoman Stephanie 

Urillo, Commissioner Michael DelSanto, Town Manager Garry Brumback, Deputy Town Manager/Town 

Attorney Mark Sciota, and Louis Perillo, Economic Development Coordinator.  Also in attendance was 

Director of Planning and Community Development Robert Phillips, ex officio. 

 

1. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Riccio at 4:30 p.m.  

 

2.    Roll Call  

 

3. Review and approve the minutes of the December 18, 2013 special meeting 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Riccio, seconded by Garry Brumback, to approve the minutes of the 

December 18, 2013 special meeting as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.      

 

4.  Miscellaneous 

 

 L. Perillo introduced Kate Sirignano from Image Marketing Consultants, LLC, who made a 

presentation regarding a small business workshop. 

 

Kate Sirignano suggested that Economic Development host a small business marketing breakfast in 

April or May which would assist small businesses in new marketing trends using social media, advertising 

and video marketing.  The goal would be 75 to 100 business people.   

 

Dawn Miceli arrived at 4:36 p.m. 

 

Ms. Sirignano continued and stated that the breakfast and seminar would be held for approximately 

2 hours.  She suggested using Keith Atchinson for the social media, Michael Miceli to assist in the video 

marketing aspect, and Michelle Bonner, former ESPN sports anchor, to assist in the presentation.  The cost 

to the Town would be $2,500 to fund the promotion and advertising.  Chairman Riccio questioned if the 

cost of the breakfast was included in the $2,500.  Ms. Sirignano said that the $2,500 did not include the cost 

of the breakfast.  She suggested that we find a venue that held approximately 200 people, possibly Testa’s 

or Hawks Landing.  She received a quote from Testa’s for $15.00 per person and stated Testa’s could 

accommodate approximately 200 people.  The idea would be to make this a free event with the town paying 

for the breakfast as well. 

 

L. Perillo asked if he had to put it out to bid if the price exceeded $5,000 and he was told that it did 

not need to go out to bid.   

 

Michael DelSanto arrived at 4:38 p.m. 

 



G. Brumback stated that the golf tournament held 2-1/2 years ago by Economic Development was a 

great success and it showed that the town government supported businesses and that the town was “open 

for business”.   

 

After some discussion, the breakfast guidelines requested the event be for businesses having under 

10 employees and that the town would pay for 2 breakfasts for each business.  Anyone bringing more than 

2 employees would have to pay the $15 per employee above 2 people. 

 

Councilwoman Miceli asked if other presenters could be used.  It was suggested that for future 

presentations, this would be an option.  Councilwoman Miceli suggested that town officials address the 

business people in attendance; the town being business friendly.  Chairman Riccio suggested that an 

official attend. 

 

Councilwoman Urillo suggested using the town website to promote the event. 

 

G. Brumback suggested that the Chamber of Commerce be challenged to contribute some portion 

of the costs.  Al Monbaron from the Chamber of Commerce spoke and said the idea was a good one, and he 

believed the 200 number was a safe number of people.  He said he would suggest the Chamber of 

Commerce assist in this project.  Chairman Riccio said that some of the businesses attending might not be 

members of the Chamber.   

 

Councilwoman Miceli said that the Town of Hamden had sent out a survey to businesses as to what 

was needed from town hall, wanted from town hall, and/or the value of services.  Should our town be doing 

the same?  Discussion followed with no consensus.  

 

Councilwoman Urillo said the seminar was a good idea and suggested that it would help people get 

the word out.  Advertising was the key for small businesses to help them get known in town.  The town 

would be known to support business.   

 

No motions were made and no votes were taken. 

 

Chairman Riccio made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Miceli, to enter into executive 

session, excluding the press and the public, inviting Director of Planning and Community Development 

Phillips and Board of Finance Chairman John Leary by phone.  The motion passed unanimously on a voice 

vote.   

 

(Whereupon the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 5:18 p.m.) 

 

5.          Executive Session – Real Estate 

 

The Economic Development Strike Committee entered executive session immediately following 

the Strike meeting with the following in attendance in order to discuss a real estate matter. 

 

The following were present:  Chairman Michael Riccio, Councilwoman Dawn Miceli, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Urillo, Commissioner Michael DelSanto, Town Manager Garry Brumback, 

Deputy Town Manager/Town Attorney Mark Sciota, Louis Perillo, Economic Development Coordinator, 

Robert Phillips, Director of Planning and Community Development, and Finance Committee Chairman, 

John Leary by telephone.   

 

No motions were made or votes taken during executive session. 

 



Councilwoman Stephanie Urillo made a motion to adjourn from executive session, Chairman 

Riccio seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 (Executive session was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.) 

 

6. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Town Manager Brumback and seconded by Councilwoman Stephanie Urillo and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:51 p.m.  


